Metastasis-free survival after local recurrence of soft-tissue sarcoma.
We analysed metastasis-free survival after local recurrence in a population-based series of 432 patients treated for soft-tissue sarcoma of the extremities or trunk wall. Local recurrence was found in 124 patients; of these, 73 had no detectable metastases when the last local recurrence was diagnosed. No patient received chemotherapy for local recurrence. The 73 patients had a 5-year metastasis-free survival rate of 0.73 after the last local recurrence, compared with 0.47 in all 124 patients with local recurrence. The 5-year metastasis-free survival rate was 0.76 in the 308 patients who had never developed local recurrence, and 0.68 in the whole series. The selection of patients with local recurrence but no concurrent metastasis creates a subset of the population with a good prognosis; this makes it difficult to evaluate the effect of treatment for local recurrence on survival rate. In studies of prognosis this group of patients should be analysed separately from patients with primary tumours.